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Merak View Point of Merak (5325m)h'5iggsL7z Merak L&
Z&Y-From right to left: Unnamed peak(6443m), Unnamed peak(6255m)
Little Merak(c.6350m, Japan CAC ascent, 2023),

Merak Main(6481m),

Unnamed peak(6322, Triangular pyramid) ,Unnamed peak(6408m)

Photo taken from the top of Merak View Point of Merak (5325m)

BC 25 2 7 v 7 IHTEE - €% 5 E (Unnamed peak 6255m, Little Merak (Center,6350m) and
Merak Main(Right rock peak, 6481m) from Merak BC(4725m)
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The 2022 Indian Himalaya Expedition of
Tokai Section of The Japanese Alpine Club
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L — DT (Leh) (1)

A L— DAl TR BRI X WIS
‘ 4 : 50 LA T3, (Leh, main street
L— DAY - F)EHT(Leh, main street ) Morning vegetables market,3700m)




INATIR BE D B 2 15 12 iR @ #i 7 (Eye Medical
doctor & nurse, Leh Public Hospital)

L—22E - lgH T ) — 205 5-6 {HEAT -

(Leh Airport,3650m)

L—OAMY - #H, HITEREICK -
TWw3, o EiCiZH - EE0EVH
% (Leh Main street, and Old Palace &

Gompa on the hill, 3700m)
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traditional costume of Ladakhi in Leh)
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L—26 X5 v 7 BC ~(From Leh to BC)

Fx v FhzTc v vUR~mA2 S (1)
(At Chang La(5360m) Oki(Left) with Chief
Guide(Right + Passang)

F ¥ v TRBZToNy T VIR~

122 5 (2)
(Pangong Range via Chang
La(5360m, 17688ft), from Leh
about 120km 7 hours by motor road)




£ vV = R1H (Tangtse Guest House(Zamserling
Farm-Café),(3600m)

F—7 «H A ¥+ 5% v (Chief Guide
Passang at BC(4725m)

F—7 - HAVER=aYT) - NPV
(Lef) & 97+ 74 F (GHERT) - = 7
# v (Right)
(Chief Guide Passang(Cook) and
Sub-Guide Lobzang(Driver) at
BC(4725m)
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A 7 v 7 1L1#(Merak Mts.) ® BC(4725m) B DT & L 72 =511 (4300m)




A Z v 7 11#f BC(Merak Mts. BC)

BC 2> 5 £ 7 v 7 [1# - Merak Mts.(Merak View Point(Dome), Unnamed peak(6255m),
Little Merak(c.6350m), Merak(6481m), and three Unnamed peaks from BC(4725m)




BC 76 A7 v 7 1UTEER - Li#E 5 E (Unnamed peak(Left, 6255m), Little Merak(Center,
.6350m) and Merak(Right rock peak, 6481m) from Merak BC(4725m)
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Unnamed peak(5255m), Little Merak(c.6350m), Merak(6481m) and Unnamed
peak(Triangular pyramid, 6322m) from the top of View Point of Merak(5325m)
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Ladakh Range and Parma village, from top
of View Point of Merak(5370m) (1)
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Ladakh Range and Parma village, from top of
View Point of Merak(5370m)(2)

Ladakh Range and Parma village, from top
of View Point of Merak(5370m)(3)

Ladakh Range and Parma village, from top of
View Point of Merak(5370m) (4)

At foot of Merak View Point(Oki)
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Dinner(Fried rice) at BC

Merak [LIfff XY

DUP(6408m &),
@UP(6322m, = f §)
(3Merak(6481m),@Little Merak(c.6350m),
®UP(6255m) (Little Merak @ Fjij » Z2i,
®UP(6443m) (Merak DD HTH),
@UP(6247m)(RTED 1),

®UP(6432m) (L)

From Parma,

G FHT D EHF Ol (View point of
Merak)(5370m)

By Google by Kaoru Kikuchi

WTEIC T M2 9 oWfiRiZFEO L 4, At the
Top of Little Merak(c.6350m), back

Mountain Range in China
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Little Merak Top(c.6350m), Back beyond | Merak(6481m) from t
is Chinese Mountains

op Snow Plateau of
Little Merak(c.6350m)

Merak Guest House Owner(Left) and
Oki(Right)

Mt.Mari and Mt.Merak Mountains from the Survey of India 1/50000
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Revised Merak Route
Based on Google Map by MO 2022/03/17
File Name:Revised Merak Rouvc WHBEHZRA
& et

48 09777 N
30 07.69" E .

| 5
Unnaméd P.6225n1

NS pLbariedt | 1 -

Merak Mts. Route of BC to Top and Longitude and Latitude by Google Map

Pangong Range and Pangong Tso Area Maps
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LRIV X5v2(Little Merak,c.6350m)#1E]E
INOTWAR- XSO 1LLEE

202347 H
HA - ZHE - pFRILES (Chukyo Alpine Club, Aichi-ken, Japan) - X 7 v 7 BLB
B¢E - #ft A (1935 4£ 1 H 3 H: Hiroshima-ken, Japan)

F—7 « HA4 FGEa v 7) - Pssang(1974.Jan.5%: Tsazar Zanskar, India)

¥ 7 - A4 FGEELTF) - Lobzang(2004.Apr.19t: Zanskar, India)

FL®IC

2018 fE LHMIDEEE - TEZITV. SFE, Lo A7y ZIUEOE LA S Z LD
T&Tz, FIED AT v 7(6481m)ICIZBTEHTE Ind o 7255, Z DML T W\ 2B Eic &
DX HITHIT LT B 6255m ICHIETET 2 2 LR TE 2, 257 3 ADOBRTHIEE T
TEH LR, B BoIC Ve LTk, KB TH -7z, Zoitskss, v av
IWARD %D & 2 1L TREICTE > TV 2 RKEIE- X 7 v 7 FIGOYIETHIC D035 2 & %47



15

2LTnw3,

BC Hi%
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RELBREDD o7z, ATV LM TR EEZE otz AFAAATH2ERT 0%
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B S Alc Lo o B L BT E 9, Fric, A 7y 7 ILEFO ILERE IF5 R S A A S
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First ascent of Little Merak (c.6350m)
Pangong Range/Merak Mountains

July 15, 2023

Chukyo Alpine Club (Aichi-ken, Japan)/Merak Mountaineering Team
Captain Masato Oki (1935, Jan.3rd: Hiroshima-ken, Japan)
Chief Guide/Cook: Pssang (1974. Jan.5th: Tsazar Zanskar, India)
Sub-Guide/Driver: Lobzang (2004. Apr.19th: Zanskar, India)

Introduction

After several explorations and surveys since 2018, Oki was finally able
to climb a peak of the Merak Mountains this year (2023). we were not
able to climb the main peak Merak (6481m), but we have climbed an
unnamed peak of 6350m(named Little Meak) standing like a gatekeeper
on the ridge extending to the south for the first time.

It was a great success for a party of only three members with no
loading personnel and insufficient climbing equipment.

It is our hope that this record will lead to the first ascent of Merak main
peak(6481m) the last remaining unclimbed peak in the Pangong range
in future.

Sketch map of Pangong Range, red circle is Merak Mountains(Aclimbed peak)
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The BC departure

On July 14, the BC (4725m according to Google map, the same applies
hereinafter) was constructed on a grassland about 200m down from the
motor road about 30km before Chushul, about 3km from Barma Village
in the South of Pangong Range.

On July 15, at 8:35 am, the two guides, who are from the Indian
Highlands and accustomed to this altitude, left BC.

Oki left Leh at 3700m on 12 of July, crossed Chang La (5301m) and
stayed overnight at Tangtse (3800m), therefore has not enough
acclimatization.

Revised Merak Route

Based on Google Map by MO 2022/03/17

The weather is cloudy and the blue sky here and there. Until the 13t °f
July, the weather was drizzling. The Merak Mountains, which are hidden
in the clouds, are unnamed peaks (¢c.6200m), unnamed peaks(6255m,
named Little Merak after the ascent), unnamed peak(6481m), unnamed
peak(6322m), unnamed peak (c.6375m), unnamed peak(c.6375m).
There are also two more unnamed peaks(c.6368m, c.6368m), leading to
Kangju Kangri (6725m), the highest peak in the Pangong Range. Kangju
Kangri can only be able seen from another valley beyond the Merak
Mountains.

St
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Photo: From left Little Merak(6255), Merak(6481), Unnamed peak( triangular pyramid,(6322m), from the
top of View Point of Merak(5325)

Photo: From right p.6433, p.6322( triangular pyramid), Merak(6481m), Little Merak(c.6350m),
front of Little Merak unnamed peak(6255m)

As a result of examining the route to the summit of the Merak
Mountains, it was decided that the main peak of Merak (6481m) would
not be possible to climb with no enough climbing equipment, so we
decided to try to climb Little Merak (c.6350m) situated about Tkm south
from Merak (6481m).

Climbing equipment of two Indian members is 8mmg/20m and
6mme/15m, 6 carabiners, crampons and ice axes for each member, and
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no rock/ice piton. We decided to cancel if it was difficult with this
equipments. It is a plan to make a round trip to the summit with an
altitude difference of about 2000m in one day and about 12 hours by
Indian members. Japanese ordinal mountaineer, who are said to have a
daily climbing altitude difference of about 500m to 1000m, if more than
1000m it is needed a high-altitude camp on the way.

30 minutes after leaving the BC, tow Indian members reached the
plateau above the grassland. Oki can no longer see them from the BC
with naked eye.

The shortest way to climb Little Merak was to climb the snow col of the
main ridge of rock and snow extending westward from the main peak of
Merak, reach the snow ridge from the base of Merak south wall, and
follow the main ridge to the east towards the summit.

The relatively safe climbing route of Little Merak is the main ridgeline
slightly below Little Merak, with two branch ridgelines of rock and snow
extending to the lower snowfield. The two branches will join at the top.

It took about two hours to reach the base of the snowfield. They
decided to take the route on the left side of the two branches.

Climb with stakat carefully. It's not very difficult, but they can see the
grassland with the BC far below and they feel the high altitude. However,
they didn't have enough time to take pictures.

After climbing for about an hour, they were able to reach the main
ridgeline at 12:00.

Take a short break and move on. They followed the snow ridge to the
summit of Little Merak and were able to reach the summit at 12:50. The
summit was relatively wide with snow and large rocks. Mountain range
of China can be seen.
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Photo: At the top snow
-~ ridge of Little
Merak(6255m), beyond
back mountain range in
China

The wind was
blowing a little,
but there weren't
many clouds.
They forgot to bring still camera, so Passang took pictures with his
smartphone. He also took a panoramic photo of video. He took a
picture with the red flag of the Chukyo Alpine Club.

Photo: From Barma BC, View point Merak(Brown dome, 5325), Little Merak(6255m), Merak(6481m)
They stayed at the top for about 30 minutes before starting the descent.
They wanted a fixe rope, but it was not ready, so they descended
carefully.
At 17:00, they reached the base of the snow wall, took a short break,
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and descended to the meadow. The rocks are rugged and difficult to
walk, but it gradually gets better, and they can smell purple lavender
flowers and the unique scent of flowers. They also found white flowers
of edelweiss.

It began to drizzle. Clouds spread across the sky. Lobzang going down
to the BC hurly to announce the ascent report to Captain Oki and prepare
dinner, he returned the BC at 19:05, and shake hands with Captain Oki
joyfully.

Passang returned to the BC in good spirits at exactly 20:00 without
showing a tired face. It was a wonderful action of nearly 12 hours. We
all wanted to celebrate the first ascent of Little Merak, but it was raining
become hard, so they decided to sleep in a tent first.

Climbed View Point of Merak(5370m)

Passang and Oki try to W
climb unnamed ‘
peak(5370m) just frontof BC & « ©
on 18" July, but could not = . & o
reach the top. - '

The next day, on the 19th, |
Passang said that he would
climb the summit on behalf
of Captain Oki. Passang said
to take no more than within
two hours.

He left BC at 8:45 and came
back at 12:45. He took a lot
of pictures. He even took a
panoramic video.

Photo: Merak Mountains from the top of View Point of Merak

Surprisingly, Mani Stones were piled up on the summit, and a Tarcho
(prayer flag with sutras written on it) about 3m high fluttered. | couldn't
see anything from the BC. It must have been built by the peoples of
Barma Village for their faith. It's amazing faith.
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